Praying for the Departed:

A Worthy Catholic Tradition

Evidence exists that from the very
earliest days of the Church, Catholics prayed
for the souls of their departed friends and
loved ones.
In the 4th Century A.D., St. Cyril of
Jerusalem taught that it is beneficial to
have Masses celebrated for those who have
preceded us into eternal life. St. Augustine
later echoed this view.
During the Middle Ages, the practice of
praying for the dead flourished. Monasteries
were founded whose chief purpose was to
pray for the welfare of the departed. The
souls of kings and commoners were regarded
as equal before God’s mercy.
The Council of Trent in 1563 declared,
“Purgatory exists and the souls detained
there are helped by the suffrages of the
faithful, but especially by the acceptable
Sacrifice of the altar.”

For All the Suffering Souls

Give them eternal rest, O Lord, and let
them share your glory.
O God, our Creator and Redeemer, by
your power Christ conquered death and
returned to you in glory.
May all your people who have gone before
us in faith share his victory and enjoy the
vision of your glory forever.
Where Christ lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever
and ever,
			

From the Roman Missal

Amen.
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Following each prayer:
Our Father, Hail Mary,
Glory Be. Eternal rest grant them,
O Lord, and let perpetual light shine
upon them. May the souls of all
the faithful departed rest in peace.
Amen.

For the Most Forgotten Soul

For the sake of your Divine Son,
our Savior, deliver all the Suffering
Souls, dear God, and especially the one
who is the most abandoned of all.
Bring this person into the eternal
happiness of your Presence, to give you
glory and praise forever. Amen.

For a Departed Husband or Wife
O Lord of mercy, I pray that
you will keep in your care the
soul of (Name), who was my
mate, companion, and dearest
friend in this life.
Grant my beloved your assurance
of final salvation in the company of
the saints.
May (he/she) join with your choir
of heavenly host in worship and praise
of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
You, dear Lord, brought us together
in the Sacrament of Marriage. May the
love which we shared on earth find its
ultimate meaning in the joy of Heaven
and our reunion with you. Amen.

For Departed Parents

Dear God, Father of our Savior, incline
your ear as I pray for my (father/mother)
(Names), whom you have called from this
life.
In your most tender mercy, recall
(his/her/their) kindness, generosity, love
and devotion to duty. May (he/she/they)
attain that Beatific Vision which you have
reserved for those who love you and do your
will. Amen.

For the Souls of Other

Loved Ones and Friends

O most loving and gracious Savior,
I implore your mercy on behalf of the souls
of those very dear to me, (Names).
May they now find relief from their
temporary suffering through the intercession
of this prayer and the benevolence of the
saints who already are present with you.
Amen.

